RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

OCTOBER  14, 2008

The meeting was called to order10:01 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Ginger

Carpenter, Kathy Ervin, Phil Franey, Georgia Morgan, Brenda Preston, Tony

Rizos and Earlene Smith.

OTHERS PRESENT:  Josie DeLaTorre, David Merritt, Josiah Vencel, Elinor
Wells, and Frank Williams.

MINUTES:  MOTION by Kathy Ervin to approve the minutes as corrected

and read, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA)

Delegate David Merritt announced the conference would be in Concord.  Attendees

will be Ginger and Charles Mello, Jeanne and Ken Berkshire and David Merritt.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM:  Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month
of September there were 32 volunteers who worked 98 hours and assisted 821

visitors.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Building in 1992 through
September, 2008, the volunteers have assisted 264,142 visitors.
MONTHLY PROGRAM:  It was announced that Eric Barthel, Kern County

Benefits Consultant, will be the speaker.

President Jeanne Berkshire advised that there had been a luncheon menu change.

We will be having stuffed chicken breast instead of Swiss Steak.
NEWSLETTER:  Mary Lou Bennett stated that she had two remaining

articles and the Trend would be ready to be mailed.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION:  (KCERA)
Josiah Vencel said there have been several phone called received by the association.

There are two concerns:  1)  the downturn in the market, and 2) are our benefits

with Northern Trust secure.   Northern Trust has said that our benefits are safe.

TREASURERS REPORT:  Mary Lou Bennett gave the treasurer’s report for
the month of September, 2008.  MOTION by Kathy Ervin to approve the
Treasurer’s report as read, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.
MOTION by Phil Franey to approve the claims report as read, seconded by Kathy

Ervin and CARRIED.
COMMUNICATIONS:  In the mail at the post office, we received Kern Federal

Credit Union statement, 6 county newsletters, letter from Board of Equalization,

Change of address, advertisement and 1 magazine from Hewlett-Packard,

Advertisement for tickets for the Theatre through Walt Disney, public retirement

Journal, Bakersfield Homeless Center newsletter and Bakersfield Rescue Mission

Letter.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION (CCEOK)
Jeanne Berkshire will host the next meeting.

WEB PAGE:  No report.

PAC UPDATE:  No report.

PRINTING QUOTES:  Mary Lou Bennett stated that it would cost approximately

$700 - $800 more per issue to publish the Trend in glossy and colored paper.

NEW BUSINESS:
TREND:  Norman Briggs led a discussion on cutting back the number of pages

of the Trend.  He suggested cutting back from 8 to 4 pages and making the pages

glossy.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  Phil Franey advised we have 2 vacancies

for director for 2009-2010.  The three nominees are  Ginger Carpenter, Josie

DeLaTorre and Alan Annis.

NEW HEALTH PLAN RATES:  Rates are now set for next year for retirees.
COMMITTEE TO SET UP/TEAR DOWN TABLES:  We have been advised

that starting in January, 2009, the county will not set up the tables or tear them

down at the end of the luncheon.  Phil Franey and Norm Briggs will contact

Bob Lerude, head  Parks and Recreation.  This issue will be tabled until

Ginger Mello returns.

LUNCHEON ATTENDANCE:  Brenda Preston presented her finding on

luncheon attendance – How many called in reservations and how many

actually attended.  A discussion was held about making the numbers more

even.  Norm Briggs will write an article for the Trend about this matter.

One suggestion was making payroll deduction mandatory.  The lunches

now cost $7 plus tax.
CONFERENCE:  Jeanne Berkshire and Mary Lou Bennett will be attending
a seminar on Free Tax.
MOTION by Kathy Ervin to adjourn the meeting at 11:25 a.m., seconded by

Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Georgia Morgan, Acting Secretary
